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*  SUBJECT:  Operational  Re oort^} Lesson/ Learned,  Headquarters,  10th  Combat 

♦^Aviation  Battalion^— tm\  fllll  trig  **^**0*^(4)^ ^ 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


_ _ .(  U  ) 

•  This  document  contains  ‘iiirihtftllon  affecting  tnu 
Defense  of  the  United  Ft  -f  •  within  the  moaning  of  ti.e 
Espionage  Laws,  Title  1  •  Section  793  and 

794.  Its  tnmuB-  ..i,  .  o,  t..  vetuUon  of  its  contents 

t  ,  ric vd  person  is  prohibited 


in  any  manner  to  n  u. 

1.  Subject  reporters  V&tvarded  for  review  and  evaluation  In  accordance 
with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525*15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  OT  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 

2.  Information  contained  In  this  report  is  provided  to  Insure  appropriate 
benefits  In  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training  matarial, 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


1  Incl 

as 


DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Continental  Army  Command. 

US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 
Commandants 

US  Army  War  College 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  Colltgs 
US  Army  Air  Defense  School 
US  Army  Armor  School 
US  Army  Aviation  School 
US  Army  Combat  Surveillance  School 
US  Array  Engineer  School 
US  Army  Field  Artillery  School 
US  Army  Infantry  School 
US  Army  Mlaalle  and  Munition*  School 
US  Army  Ordnance  School 
US  Army  Quartermaster  School 
US  Array  Signal  School 
US  Army  Southeastern  Signal  School 


ROBERT  E. 

Colonel, 

Acting  The  Adjutant  General 


n 

w 


vprn  nrpfa 


OCT  17  1969 


4 


2  >  i 


Regraded  unclassified  when  separated 
from  classified  inclosure. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


f  ^03  (.  W 


1*13 


CONFIDENTIAL 


\ 


DISTRIBUTION  (Cont’d) 

US  Amy  Special  Warfare  School 
US  Army  Transportation  School 

Copies  furnished: 

Office,  Chief  of  Staff,  US  Army 
Deputy  Chiefs  of  Staff 
Chief  of  Research  and  Development 
Assistant  Chiefs  of  Staff 
Chief  of  Engineers 

OSD(SA)  Assistant  for  Southeast  Asia  Forces 
Director,  Defense  Research  and  Engineering 
Commanding  Cenerals 

US  Amy  Materiel  Command 
US  Amy  Electronics  Command 
US  Army  Weapons  Command 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  Air  Force,  Plans  &  Operations 

Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps 

USAF  Air  Ground  Operations  School 

The  Air  University  Library 

Director,  Weapons  Systems  Evaluation  Group 

Defense  Documentation  Center 

Security  Officer,  Hudson  Institute 

Commanding  Officers 

US  Amy  Limited  War  Laboratory 

US  Array  Logistics,  Doctrine  Systems  &  Readiness  Agency 
US  Army  Mobility  Equipment  Research  &  Development  Center 
10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 


'■—SilS.I  <*r 


I 

) 


I 

I 


2 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TFT 

HEADQUARTERS,  10TH  COMB' T  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  96377 


AVBACB-AE  13  May  1969 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969  \CS  CSFO  i-65  (RD)  (U) 


Soo  Distribution 


1.  Suction  1,  Operations?  Simificant  Activities. 

a.  (c)  Oonural :  The  ninaion  of  tho  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
did  not  chan/ru  durin/r  this  reporting  period. 

b .  ( U)  Personnel 

(1)  Infusion  problems  continue  to  exist.  The  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  is  fulfillin/r  a  reauire^ent  to  infuse  certain  enlisted  personal 
in  tho  ii  r  era  ft  maintenance  fiold  with  a  newlv  arriv'd  co^^nv  nssipnod 
to  tho  26Sth  Oo™b*'t  Vvintion  Battalion,  ^flst  infusion  problems  insures 
that  warrant  officer  turnovers  should  remain  at  nmorexijwtelv  1S<  in 
October  and  rise  to  20'Z  in  November.  Commissioned  officer  and  senior 
NCO  turnovers  should  remain  at  about  20*?  for  the  roaV-  months  of  October 
and  Novonbor. 

(2)  Under  the  reorganization  which  took  place  11  Jamrrv  1969,  TOE/ 
?TT0 1  1-0770,  .authorizes  (B)  71T20s,  Ecjuirment  Records  (TAERS^  clerk’s. 
There  are  none  assigned  at  present  and  it  is  folt  t.hnt  those  personnel 
should  be  trained  at  the-  proper  facilities  ”nd  sent  to  oversees  combat 
areas  where  their  specific  talents  are  most  urpentlv  roouired. 


(3)  The  requirement  for  non-rated  supply  officers,  as  indicated  by 
past  ORLLs  has  b  -en  increased  dug  to  tho  new  MTOE.  In  tho  past  the  243rd 
ASHC  was  the  only  unit  not  authorized  r  IViit  Supply  Technician,  The  MTOE 
provides  a  Battalion  Supply-  Technician  but  now  leaves  all  units  without 
an  organic  Unit  Supply  Technician,  MOS  761A .  Tho  continuous-  reouirerent 
for  requisitioning  equipment  and ’the  possibility  of  a  companv  bainr 
transferred  to  another- battalion,  combined  with  tho  amount  of  eouinrent 
authorized  by  tho  MTOE,  mako  it  essential  that  a  ounlified  sueolv  officer 
be  authorized  and  assigned,  'Hiore  are  •'ressrrtly  two  (2^  aviators  ftctinr 
as  property  book  offic  ’rs  in  this  battalion,  thus  causinr  another  drain 
on  tho  aviation  resources. 


For  oTcrr 
bix/r*? 
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AVB'.CR-'.E  13  k»t  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  'viation  Battalion  for  ^oriod 
Ending  30  April  1969  ’iCS  CSMCT-65  (2D)  (») 

(4)  Changes  1ti  command  and  primary  staff  positions  wuro  as  follows: 

(a)  On  13  TVibrirry  1969  Major  Ellio  E.  Lynn,  Inf,  05310635,  assumed 
cormnd  of  the  2Rlst  ‘nsault  H  licopter  Company  from  Major  Andrew  J, 
Miller,  Jr.,  Inf,  OF  102760. 

(b)  On  17  February  1969  Mi. lor  'ndr.w  J.  Miller,  Jr.,1  Inf,  OP  102760, 
assumed  duties  is  tho  Battalion  3-3  from  Major  Jerry  F,  Plerdng,  "'V, 
075355,  who  departed  15  January  1969. 

(c)  On  26  February  1969  Major  ’ioy  P.  Elliot,  Jr.,  OF  106106  assumed 
command  of  tho  192nd  Assault  Helicopter  Company  from  Major  Paul  0, 
Stringer,  CE,  074542. 

(d)  On  12  March  1969  Major  *'obort  R.  James,  Inf,  OF  117197  assumed  * 
coanand  of  th»  92nd  Assault  Molicootor  Company  from  Major  Claude  T.  Ivojr, 
Inf,  092420.  fta.jor  Ivey  assumed  duties  of  the  Battalion  R-l  from  Major 
J'HOS, 


■  (e)  On  26  March  1969  Major  John  B.  leese,  ffA,  04043760  .assumed  cormnd 
of  tho  243rd  Assault  3unport  Helicopter  Company  from  W'Jor  Edporton  T, 
Croutor,  Inf,  073657. 

(f )  On  26  March  1969  Major  Jack  *i.  Cheney,  FA,  02269463  assumed 
duties  as  diho  Battalion  S-4  From  **a1or  John  B.  Poes*,  FA,  04043760. 

(5)  Unit  Strength  as  of  30  April  1969,  Incl  2. 

c.  (C)  Intelligence 

(i)  Physical  Security:  Continuous  improvements  of  t.h<  defensive 
posture  throughout  the  10th.  Combat  'viation  Battalion  marked  this  report¬ 
ing  period. 

(a)  .Additional  concertina  foncing  has  been  erected  and  additional 
tripflares  and  claymore  minos  wom  installed  along  the  10th  C*B  sector 
of  responsibility  of  tho  Bong  Ba  Thin  complex,  Headnuarters  and  Head¬ 
quarters  Company  conplotelv  r-  wired  the  perirootor  lighting  For  the  5th 
and  7th  '10KA  companies  in  order  to  provide  more  effective  soc\irity  for 
tho  north  and  west  sides  of  Flanders  Heliport,  Ono  starlight  scope  and 
ono  Xcon  searchlight  have  boon  installed  in  the  24.3rd  "SHC  aren  and  one 
Starlight  scope  was  installed  in  tho  92nd  AHC  arqa. 
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VB’CB-'fi  IT  Moy  1969 

SUBJECT:  Oocrationnl  eport  of  10th  Combat  ’vi^tion  Trttalion  for  °eriod 
Ending  30  Anril  196^  X‘T.CS''0\-65  ('  f>)  (U) 

(b)  During  tho  Inst  quarter  tho  155th  /\HG  at  Han  M.  "’huot,  ‘iVN  in¬ 
stalled  600  motors  of  addition0!  concertina.  fencing  *'n^  now  bunkers 
wore  constructed.  Addition"' 1  trinflnr<.*3  voro  nlacod  on  the  PHrlmut.r, 

(c)  Thu  192nd  AHC  at  Phan  Thiet,,  RVN,  ropositionud  300  "tutors  of 
dufunn.ivu  n.rimotor  to  nrovido  butter  fluids  of  fire,  Pour  now  bunkers 
wuru  const  ructucl. 

(2)  InteHiruncc  "'nd  Counter-Intelligence :  Durinn  this  past  ^v-rtcr, 
ott-c^s  on  friundlv  installations  h^vo  boon  initiated  mostly  bv  local 
force  Viol  Cong. 

(a)  The  281st  AHC;  located  it  fir  Tran  g,  received  An  82mm  mortar 
attack  at  063QH  24  Feb,  causing  moderate  damage  to  one  aircr"'ft. 

lb)  Tho  48th  *HC,  located  at,  Minh  Hon,  came  under  R2mm  mortar  attack 
on  14  Kerch  at  2315  hours.  This  attack  resulted  in  one  aircraft,  totally  , 
destroyed  and  minor  damage  to  throe  others. 

0 

ic)  't  0058H  21  M->r  tho  92nd  AHC,  located °t  Oong  B«  Thin,  was  hit 
bv  .a  82 m  mortar  .attack.  Fiftv-one  rounds  hit  Flinders  Heliiaort  resulting 
in  tho  following:  Valor  damage  to  five  "aircraft,  moderate  damage  to  two 
aircraft,  light  damage  to  five  aircraft,  heavy  damage  to  one  building  and 
light  damage  to  two  buildings. 

(d)  At  0200H  22  peb,  tho  192nd  AHC  at  Phan  Thiet  came  under  ground 
attack.  Thu  enomv  forces  used  rockets  and  mortars  in  suonort.  This 
attack  resulted  in  two  aircraft  receiving  light  damage,  end  fivo  friondlv 
hflA.  Five  enemy  wore  killed. 

# 

(o)  Thoro  wore  ten  attacks  on  tho  155th  Assault  H  iliconter  Comnanv, 
Cano  Corvell,  Ban  Me  Thuot. 

(1)  At  2045H  5  Feb,  one  82mm  mortar  round  fell  outsiHo.tho  compound. 

Sporadic  small  arms  fire  was  received,  Friendly  forces  suffered  negative 
casualties  or  damage,  . 

(2)  At  0100H  23  Fob,  twenty  to  thirty  c>2m  mortar  rounds  were  re- 
coivod  with  negativo  damage  or  injuries. 

(3)  At  2305H  4  Mar,  ono  82mm  mortar  round  foli  outside  the  compound. 
Thoro  was  negative  damage  or  casualties. 

(4)  At  0130H  5. Mar,  throe  75mm  rounds  fell  insido  tho  comnound 
causing  minor  damage  to  two  aircraft. 
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AVIMB-SE  11  fry  1069 

SUBJl£CT:  Op<  r'lloml  uport  of  10t^  Combat  vi^Mon  D^tt^lion  for  p<!rio<l 
finding  30  'nril  lQ6d  CS  C.W.- 65  (*iO)  (U) 

(5)  At  2145H  12  M*<r,  C*\mp  Corvull  recoivod  two  R2nm  rounds  resulting 
in  n.gAtiv^  dam-go  or  injuries. 

(6)  't  004 5H  13  M-r,  seven  mort-r  rounds  full  inside  the  155th 
AHC  compo’ind  resulting,  in  heavy  damAge  to  two  Aircraft  and  light  danipa 
to  four  -irorAft. 

(7)  At  0130H  21  M-r,  fifteon  75rm  rocoileas  riflu  rounds  hit  Camp 
Coryell  causing  light  dArrpe  to  one  .nircrAft. 


(R)  At  1755^  23  y^r,  tho  155th  'W  compound  received  six  122",m 
rockets  There  was  negative  dAmgu  to  nircrAft  or  facilities,  Two  W 
wore  treated  And  rolonood  And  ono  EF  was  evacuated  through  medical 
channel «. 

1 1)  At  2 320 'I  6  Apr,  Cam"  Corvull  received  14  R2mm  mort-r  rounds^ 
Ton  ire  raft-  were  dam- red;  threo  henvy,  ono  moderate,  and  six  lipht, 
Th.  r>.  woro  no  friendly  casualties. 

IlO)  \t  2355H  25  'pr,  ton  R2mm  mortar  rounds  hit  Omp  Corvell  re¬ 
sulting  in  lipht  dcrrpo  to  four  aircraft:  heavy  dvm'po  to  two  buildings 
.And  lipht  d^npro  to  two  vehicles. 

f.  (C)  Operations 


(1)  PlAns:  't  the  close  of  tho  reporting  period  tho  inth  Comb-t 
Aviation  Battalion  is  commanding  and  coordinating' the  "4  s  a  ion  of  it's 
Assigned  units  from  its  b"so  camp  At  Donp  Ba  Thin,  TVN.  On  2*  "pril 

a  forward  tactical  operations  center  noved  to  Bu  ^rnnr  (Vic  YU4R56)  to 
support  Task  Force  'JODd. 

(2)  Operations:  Units  of  tho/LOth  Comb-t  Aviation  Battalion  con¬ 
tinued  to  provide  Aviation  sun ’-or./ throughout  the  seven  southern  pro- 


vihees  of  the  II.  Corps  Tncticnl 
orn  III  Corps.  The  BnttAlion  cc 
Inf  Div  Light  ComAnd.-  ^ost,  (a 
Loc,  Phan  Thiet  area),  /^RVN  Raj 
(White  Horse),  tho  22nd  And  2j 


sne,  And  to  Task  Force  Wood  in  Vorth- 
frtinuod  to  support  Task  Force  Bouth/23rcL 
(foint  US/ARVN  operation  in  the  Oal"t,  B*o 
»er  training,  9th  "'OK  InfAntrv  Division 
i  Division,  5th  Special  Forces  And 
general  support  missions  throughout  the  Battalion  Aren 'of  operations 
No  unit  displacements  have  occurred  during  the  Quarter,  The  2 Fist 
(-)'  opornted  from  a  forwarcy  base  camp  in  the  Fue/Phu  Brii  Area  while  in\ 
support  of  Protect  Delta  from  26  March  to  30  'oril.  The  92nd  'ssault  \ 
Helicopter  Company  continues  to  maintain  a  bA.se  camp  At  Dong  Ba  Thin,  \ 
but  supports  T?.sk  Force  South/23  Div  LT  CP  from  its  forward  Are*  located 
at  Bao  Loc.  OoerAtionAl  results  chart  .Attached  at  Incl  3. 
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.>VD.;r[u  e  13  h-.t  iq69 

SUBJECT:  Operational  ooort  of  10th  Combat  vi'tion  Battalion  for  Period 
Knding  30  April  iCS  CSFO\-65  ('  0)  (ll) 

(a)  Op  rations  of  the  4*th  ‘esault  Mulicootor  Comr-n’':  Tho  4*th 
‘.HC  continued  in  ronoral  support  of  thu  cth  DO’'- Infantry  division, 

Missions  included  cormnd  ”nd  control,  resupply,  combat  osv'ults  and 
extractions,  Mnini strati ve  troop  movements,  convoy  covir,  reconnaiss¬ 
ance,  and  ’oudic-'l  ov^cu" lions.  The  4Ath  'HC  provided  general  support' to 
US  and  ARVN  fore  r.  in  the  southern  II’ Corns  aron,  During  the  nuartnr, 
the  '*fhitc  Horse  KOK  Infantry  Division,  supported  bv  the  4Ath  ’WC  Willed 
659  ono-v  •'nd  c.anturod  9,  Ono-hundrod  eighty  small  arms,  31*  gren"dos, 

%  mortar  rounds  -'nd  36,426  rounds  of  small  irna  ammunition  were  captured. 

A  total  of  25,22*  gortios  were  flown  while  36,00*  troop3  *nd  2,241  tons 
of  cargo  vJbro  lifted  h,r  the  4*th  *MC.  'I'he  390th  Transportation  and  279th 
Sir  nr]  Potichrwnts  wro  transferred  into  the  A*th  *.Hfi  «yg  ner  tho  I  O’O'? 

1-0770  Hus  has  boon  accomplished  with  no  difficulty.  Twico  during  the 
month  of  /Ipril  the  POL  section  v*»  ronuirod  to  set  un  and  operate  .a  For¬ 
ward  refueling  p'int  which  performed  without  difficulty, 

(b)  Operations  of  tho  *2nd  "ssoult  Helicopter  Conponv:  ’t  tho  closo 
of  the  reporting  period  tho  mission  of  tho  unit  continuod  to  bo  general 
support  of  tho  II  Corps  Tnctic'1  7one.  Mission  time  w^s  divided  but.W'en 
support  to  Task  Force  South/23rd  Inf  Div  LT  C*  nnd  general  sup  ort  missions 
to  I  TV.  Seven  lift  shins  nnd  four  nunshioa  were  coi-mitted  on  a  dally 
b-'sis  to  Task  Force  *outh/23rd  Inf  Div  LT’CF.  Task  r0rco  *outh/23rd  Inf 
DLv  LT  Cp  includes  tho  44h.and.  53d  Inf  7egt,  3-503  Abn  Inf  and  tho  3-506 
Abn  Inf  (AM),  Tho  92nd  "vide  troops  movements  involving  more  th-'n  500 

U3  'nd  '  iVN  personnel  on  numerous  occasions.  Additionally,  unit  aircraft 
flew  suonort  for  DSA  II  Corps  (Bao  Loc,  Phan  ’tang,  Dalat,  Mho  Tr^ng,  "nd 
Ban  ih.  mhuot) ,  Tho  92nd- compiled  the  following  statistics:'  5, *91  hours 
and  20,140  sorties  flown,  19,437  troops  'nd  57  f  tons  of  c-rpo  lifted, 

(c)  Operations  of  the  155th  Assault  Helicopter  Company:  The  p'st 
duTt/cr  ts  characterized  bv  the  committment  of  the  majority  of  tho  com¬ 
pany's  aircraft  in  support  of  the  23rd  'W  Division,  5th  Special  Forces 
rroup,  .and  tho  4th  Infantry  Division,  In  addition  to  tho  support  pro¬ 
vided  to  US  and  ADVN  forces,  the  comry’nv  provided  an  aircraft  drily  to 
Qu'ng  Due  and  Da.rlac  sectors.  During  the  last  part  of  the  reporting  . 
period  there  was  a  significant  increase  in  enomv  activity.  Tbs' unit  con¬ 
ducted  thirteen  comb'f  assaults  for  5th  "nodal  Forces  Croup,  five  for  the 
45th  Infantry  nogiront,  and  four  for  Darlac  Sector,  'pheso  comb't  assaults 
took^place  i^fthe  Bu  ®rang  area  under  tho  control  of  Task  Force  Mood, 

A  total  of  6,**9  hours  and  21,667  sorties  wore  flown  and  350  tons  of 
cargo  and  32,600  troops  were  lifted  during  this  last  ouarter. 

(d)  Operations  of  the  192nd  ‘ssnult  Holicoptor  Company:  The  192nd 
AHC  continuod  to  provide  general  support  to  'bask  Force  South/23rd  4RVN 
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/.VB'CTU'E  13  May  1969 

SHBJiSCT:  Operational  eport  of  10th  Combat  ’vl^tton  Battalion  for  p<riod 
'indlnr  30  'nril  lp69  £5  C.W.-M  (TO)  (U) 

Inf  Div  IT  Cp,  116th  Tin r  Dn  and  Vietnamese  military  forces  In  Binh  Thuan,  * 
Ninh  Thuan,  Lon  hong  ',nd  Tuyen  hue  nroviroes.  'rhe  unit’s  punnhina  were 
credited  wit^  143  enemy  killod  during  tin  a  Quarter,  *  totol  of  6, 331 
hours  and  1 8,688  sorties  wuro  flown  with  27,806  troops  .ond  600  tons  Of 
cargo  airlifted. 

(o)  Operations  of  tho  7plot  Helicopter  Company:  Durinr  tho  report¬ 
ing  period  tho  281st  continued  in  its  mission  of  ren.;rnl  support  to  t.ha 
II  Coro3  Tactical  7oii  .  They  olso  supported  5th  Bpecial  Forces  Crooo, 
Frojoct  fwlto,  T-'sk  Force  South/23rd  Inf  Div  T.T  Cp,  Took  Forco  Wood,  MACV 
'locondo  Sfhool,  ond  units  along  the  coastal  area.  '  tot«l*of  6,552  hours 
ond’IS  62H  portion  wore  flovm,  with  16,870  troons  •’nd  1,094  'tons  of  cargo 
b<in^  transported  during  this  list  Quarter, 

if)  Op'T't.io.ic'.  of  the  243rd  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company: 

The  unit  continued  in  general  support  of  the  II  Corps  Tactical  7ono  and 
Task  Fore.  3outh/23rd  Inf  Div  LT  CP.  Normally  throe  aircraft  woro  allo¬ 
cated  to  chose  units  located  in  the  Bao  Loc-Dalat  area.  The  9th  ’!<Y  Inf 
Div  and  t'ru  23rd  MV??  Division  woro  also  supuortud  on  a  daily  basis. 

The  243rd  '.ssault  Support  Helicopter  Company  compiled  a*  total  of  3,297 
hours  and  7,468  sortios  flown  while  33,353  troops  and  9,386  tons  of.  cargo 
were  lifted.  A  total  of  15  tactical  aircraft,  were  recovered  during  this 
period.  * 

(3)  Operational  'lesults  (Incl  4) 

g.  (U)  Training 

(1)  Danhasis  continued  to  be  placed  on  aviation  safety  in  training 
this  auart  r.  Classes  were  bid  in  all'’ units  op  safotv  procedures  for 
aircraft  crews  with  the  emphasis  on  overloading  of  aircraft  and  hot  re¬ 
fueling.  The  rules  of  engagement  were  also  discussed  at  each  meeting. 

(2)  Standardization:  Frequent  liaison  and  training  visits  were 
nado  to  the  companies  durinr  t.ha  Quarter.  .MumerouB  standardization 
nublic-tions  and  information  from  Fort  Tucker,  US- TV,  1st  ’viatfon  Hri- 
pade,.  17th  Combat  .’viation  C-rouo,  a.r>d  the  10th  Combat  ‘viation  Battalion 
were  disseminated,  ^he  Battalion  SI11  administered  sixty  five  check  rides 
during  the  quart  -r.  ”  PDroxirTtolv  200  hours  were  flown  in  support  of  these 
activities.  Increased  emphasis  wag  pl-cod  on  Standardization  and  Instruc¬ 
tor  pilot  Qualification  throughout  t.'ls  Quarter'. 

(3)  Summaries  pf  unit  training  are  discussed  in  paragraphs  below: 

.  .  .  s.  •  r  *  » . 
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’.VBACB-'E  13  Kny  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  deport  of  10th  Combat  'vi^tion  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969  "CS  CS^Ol-65  (\D)  (U) 

(a)  4Sth  Assault  Helicopter  Comtmy:  The  training  program  contin¬ 
ued  to  expand  during  thin  reporting  poriod,  'll  now  incoming  oorsonnel 
woro  required  to  zoro'  their  individual  weapons  and  under  gb  orientation 
on  Security,  Survival,  Safety  of  Firearms,  and  Sentr^  Duty.  '11  oerson- 
nel  wiro  cross-trained  or  f.amilinrizod  with  other  duties  to  provide  for 
continuity  end  depth  of  training.  Continued  omnhasis  was  placed  on  Safe¬ 
ty  during  on  the  Job  training.  Command  Information,  Character  Guidanco, 
and  Safety  Training  wobo  conducted  to  moot  normal  requirements. 

(b)  92nd  Assault  Helicopter  Commnv:  Classes  vrero  held' on  a  week¬ 
ly  basis  covering  the  following  sublocts:  Geneva  Convontion,  Code  of 
Conduct,  Drivers  Training,  Command  Information,  ’Viapons  'V.fcty,  and  as-. 
sofcistod  subjects, 

(c)  155th  Assault  Helicopter  Company:  The  l^th  AMC  increased  its 
enph-'sis  on  the  training  program  during  the  past  reporting  poriod.  All 
personnel  woro  reouired  to  go  through  the  CB1  chamber  to  chock  their 
protective  mask.  CB3  training  is  now  being  held  on  a  ouarterlv  basis. 
Incoming  personnel  zoro  their  individual  '-'croons  upon  arrival  in  the 
unit.  V^okly  classes  woro  conducted  in  Weapons  Safety,  Drivers  Train¬ 
ing  and  General  Safety.  This  training  will  be  held  Quarterly, 

(d)  192nd  Assault  Helicopter  Company:  Scheduled  classes,  to  moet 
the  requirements  of  directives  issued  bv  high-  r  hoadou-'rtors,  have  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  period.  Aviation  Training,  Caro  and  Uso  of  Fiold 
flu  fuel  Points,  and  Prevention  of  Host  Injuries'  wero  subjects  Presented 

in  P^rch,  Classes  for  April  includod  Survival,  Ground  Safety,  and  Escape 
and  Evasion.  ’Ainnons  firing  was  conducted  on  a  w-ioklv  basis, 

(e)  2Blst  ' ssault  Helicopter  Company:  Training  for' this  quarter 
included  Military  Courtesy  .and  Discipline,  Ground  Safety,  Prevention  of 
Meat  Injuries,  Code  of  Conduct,  and  CP"  ’Aarfaro ,  I&nphasis  was  placed 
on  Flight  Safety  and  Standardization, 

(f)  243rd  'ssault  Support  Helicopter  Company:  During  tN>  reporting 
period  ono  notary  ,,fing  Standard  and  two  "ot,ar'  ’ring  Tactical  Instunpnt 
Tickets  wore  renewed.  Checkrides  were  administered  and  orders  published 
making  throe  aircraft  compandors  and  three  IPs.  The  unit  continued  its 
cros s-training  of  non-aviator  crewmembers ,  Necessary  Qualification  of 
individuals  with  the  K-16,  M-79,  "nd  H-60  was  accomplished# 

h*  (U)  Logistics 
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I  AVk\CB-\E  13  Hay  1969 

SUDJECT:  Operational  \onort  of  10th  Combat  'vi^tion  Battalion  for  Poriod 
Ending  30  '.pril  1969  'Cf>  OrFO.-65  (  -D)  (U) 

.  (1)  Major  logistics  efforts  during  this  reporting  period  have  boen 
directed  toward: 

(?)  Oust  sunression  and  soil  stabilization. 

S 

(b)  Vepl'icinR  unserviceable  tontape  at  Phan  Thiot  with  KAR^OC  build¬ 
ings  with  metal  roof  "nd  wood  or  concroto  floors, 

(c)  Improving  overall  maintenance  operations. 

(d)  Procurement  and  issuo  of  flight  holmet3,  Nomox  flight  suits, 
rind  flight  gloves. 

(2)  POL:  M-'nv  improvements  were  nr  do  in  the  l-'st  two  Quarters. 
Problems  At  this  time  Are  the  lack  of  some  grounding  cables  And  small 
looks.  Icsponsibility  for  the  refueling  point  At  Song  Moo  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  tho  44th  Inf  Ecgt  (  '  VN)  for  operational  control.  Battalion 
POL  personnel  inspect  that  location  once  a  week  to  ensure  that  reouirements 
and  safety  procedures  Are  being  maintained. 

(3)  Kaintenance :  Organizational  aircraft  availability  has  shown 
sto.adv  improvement  during  this  reporting  period.  'Tils  is  Primarily  duo 
to  an  aggressive  Internal  search  program  initiated  within  oach  unit,  -nd 
improvod  efficiency  on  tho  maintenance  lino.  However,  the  extensive 
Lateral  Search  P  rogram  does  cause  a  drain  on  unit  assets. 

(4)  Aircraft  Status  gs  of  30  April  1<>69  (Incl  4). 

(5)  Quarterly  Surrrr-.ry  of  M  aintonance  Data  "nd  F  lving  Hour  Program 
is  as  shown  on  Inclosure  5« 

i.  (C)  Organization:  The  assigned  avi-tion  companies  remained  the 
sane  during  tho  reporting  period. 

• 

j.  (C)  Civil  Affairs:  During  the  past  nuartsr,  units  of  the  10th 
Combat  ' via t ion  Battalion  have  supported  a  number  of  civilian  institutions, 

(1)  The  48th  Assault  Helicopter  Comn,'ny  continued  to  provide  medical 
support  to  tho  Vietnamese  in  the  Ninh  Hon  area,  A  project  is  underway 
to  construct  beds  for  tho  Catholic  orphanage  in  the  citv  of  Ninh  Hon, 

(2)  The  92nd  Assault  Helicopter  Commnv  continued  its  support -of  the 
orphanage  r„t  Bao  Loc. 
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AVBACn-'.rc  13  l-iy  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  uoort  of  10th  Combat  '.vi" tion  ho tt 1 1 on  for  poriod 
lading  30  April  1969  ACS  C‘T0  -6*>  (\n)  (u) 

(3)  Thu  243rd  ssault  ‘nrr'ort  'folicont  r  Comp-'nv  contributed 
n"proxinvntolv  15,000V$  to  the  orphanage  **t  Ton  Binh  Villapo, 

(4)  Tho  2Blst  Assault  Helicopter  Company  continued  to  support  tho 
Vinh  oon  orphanage  in  Who  Trong.  The  unit  has  completely  repainted  the 
orphanage.  ^fty-onu  boxos  of  clothing  ond  twonty-ono  bods  were  donotod 
to  the  orphnmpo. 

(5)  The  192nd  Assault  Felicooter  Company  continued  to  make  monthly 
donations  to  support  tho  "poor  House"  of  ^han  Thiot. 

k.  (U)  Surgeon 

(1)  Activities!  Tho  10th  C’H  disponsorios  missibn  at  tho  present 
time  is  the  c-'ru  o'*  10th  C'P  personnel,  ore''  coverage  for  other  aviation 
companies  -'nd  a  si?, coble  committment  for  the  c-'rc  of  non-ovi-'tion  per- 
sonnel,  ‘t  tho  present.  time  the  personnel  who  ore  tho  responsibility  of 
the  10th  CAB  disnens^rics  ore  ns  follows!  *1,57<>  10t,h  CAB  tmons,  433 
troops  from  other  -'vi-'tion  companies  and  2,01ft  troons  from  non-nvi-»tion' 
companies.’  This  coverage  is  supplied  by  0'  detachments  *t  Ban  T'e  Thuot, 
Pirn  Thiut,  and  Ninh  Ho-'  ->nd  *  combined  dispensary  with  two  physicians 
at  Dong  Bo,  Thin. 

(2)  Thu  medic-al  coverage  supplied  bv  10th  C'B  dispensaries  indicates 
that  thov  ore  being  utilized  os  general  dispensaries  os  well  os  flight 
dispensaries.  This  is  especially  true  ot  Dong  Bo  Thin  where  tho  Bo  t  to  lion 
Surgeon  has  tho  duties  of  monitoring  the  functions  of  the  dispensaries 

ot  Bon  Te  Thuot,  Phon  Thiut,  and  Ninh  Hoo  ond  odvising  the  Bottolion 
Comander.  Time  for  these  duties  ond  serving  the  particular  needs  of 
aviators  is  limit.od, 

(3)  A  new  T1T0S-E  (1-76S)  for  the  Bottolion  surgical  section  become 
offuctive  1  .Tommy  1969.  Tho  new  VTOfrE  authorizes  eouinment  to  perform 
cortplotc  eye  exams,  cor  ex-'ms  ond  X-nnys.  All  of  tho  above  ore  necesi- 
nry  for  complete  flight  physicals.  An  VSC  officor  is  also  authorized. 

The  MSC  officer  will  assume  most  of  tho  duties  of  supply,  direct  moni¬ 
toring  of  drugs  ond  the  compi  ling  of  reports.  The  authorized  personnel 
and  equipment  hove  not  yet  .arrived. 

l.  (U)  Information 

(l)  The  10th  Bottolion  public  information  program  continued  to 
provide  coverage  of  events  oc<- wring  at  tho  Dong  Ba  Thin  complex  o.nd  at 
outlying  units. 
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iVBACB-.'  5  1  13  T'fty  1969 

SUBJJSCT:  Operational  Aerort  of  10th  Combat  'vision  Batt-'lion  for  poriod 
•Inding  30  April  1969  :C°>  C°.FO:-65  (aO)  (U) 

(2)  Thu  Vagabond  Volco ,  the  bi-monthly  Battalion  nowsp-por,  has 
increased  both  in  circulation  and  production  quality,  ‘c-cognition  .for 
the  part  it  ploys  in  personnel  morale  has  boon  noted  bv  the  Information 
Office  of  1st  Aviation  Brigade  and  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group, 

(3)  The  following  PIO  releases  were  processed  through  Battalion: 

(a)  Number  of  printed  releases  -  70, 

(b)  Number  of  pictorial  releases  -  15.  - 

(c)  *'umbv,r  of  hometown  nows  releases  -  40?. 

(d)  Number  of  homotown  pictorial  rolo-’sea  -  32, 

m.  (C)  Signal  ■’ 

(1)  A  now  antenna  Wa.B  constructed  for  use  with  this  Battalion’s  "N/ 
<lriC-106  radio  and  teletype  not.  Raising  tho  antenna  70  foot  a.bovo  grourtd 
level  has  improved  the  nualitv  of  this  not  considerably, 

(2)  A  telephone  circuit  was  constructed  botween  the  None  Ba  Thin 
Control  Tower,  tho  Dong  Ba  Thin  Fire  Station,  and  tho  10th  C'B  disnen-  * 
sary.  This  circuit  will  to  used  for  om<  rge rcios  roaniring  fire  department 
.assistance  and/or  medical  assistance.  \  \N/pTtC-25  radio  was  furnished 
tho  fire  department  and  will  on  rate  bn  tho  Dong  Ba  Thip  tower  frequency.- 

(3)  <>  sole  user  telephone  circuit  was  roouested  for  uso  bv  the  ‘92nd 
AKC  and  their  forward  olemont  located  at.  B-'O  Loc.  Approval  for  its  in-  ■ 
stall •'.tion  has  been  received  from  the  1st  Signal  Brigade;  ‘Installation 
is  expected  to  bo  completed  by  15  Nay  thus  offering  a.  more  satisfactory 
communications  link  to  assist  in  the  control  of  .aviation  .assets. 

(4)  ECOK  assistance  was  received  on  a  request  for  technical  assist¬ 

ance  to  improve  operations  of  the  AN/nT'.C-146  High-^renuency  Indio  within 
the  17th  CiG  radio  net.  . 


(1)  During  the  quarter  the  10th  Combat  ‘vi-'tion  Battalion  Chaplin, 
has  conducted  a  total  of  24  qunday  and  60 ’week-day  Catholic  services 
with  a  total  attendance  of  1,TB0  soldiers.  Servicos  were  conducted  in 
each  of  the  Battalion's  outlying  units. 
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AVBACB-AE  13  May  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  'iorort  of  10th  Comb't  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
"  Ending  30  \oril  1969  :,CS  CBFOA-65  (  lO)  (U) 

•  • 

2 .  Suction  II.  Lessons  learned:  Corr^ndor's  Observations,  Tfrynluatlons. 
Hocornru-ndntlons  and  Co^^'nd  ctlons. 

a.  (U)  Shorter**  of  MdS  nullified  personnel. 

(1)  Observation:  Thu  shortage  of  MOB  nullified  auoolv  and  motor  "'"int- 
en-nco  porsonnol  c  root  os  probloms  in  those  two  nrn  .lor  areas , 

(2)  Evaluation:  MTOE's  l-256G,l-770,  and  l-25ft^  authoriz  >.s  ono 
Property  Book  officor  at  Battalion  levnl,  but  nono  at  comp"nv  lovol. 

Because  of  tho  largo  dispersion  of  subordinate  units,  property  books  must 
be  mintnined  at  cormyrny  level ,  Inexperienced  non-KOS  trained  wa rrant 
officers  are  being  \:tillzad  as  FBOs  in  many  of  tho  wits.  The  experience 
level  of  supply  and  motor  maintenance  norsonnol  1b  extromoly  low.  Only 
one  experienced  supply  sergeant  (76Y40)  is  assigned.  Seven  n.rmorors  (76 
Y30)  are  authorized,  however  only  l.  are  assigned  with  an  average' of  fivo 
months  experience.  Seven  motor  sergeants  (63C4C)  aro  authorized,  only 
five  are  assigned.  Of  tho  fivo  assigned,  ono  has  2ly  voars  experience  in 
motor  maintenance.  VJhoel  vahiclo  mechanics  (63B20)  average  less  than  one 
vear  experience  in  motor  maintenance.  'Eight  T'EIS  clerks  (71T20)  aro 
authorized,  however,  none  are  assigned. 

♦ 

(3)  necomendatidns: 

(a)  That  maximum  omnhasis  be  placed  upon  obtaining  experienced  HOB 
qualified  personnel  to  fill  existing  vac-incios  in  supply  and  motor  maint¬ 
enance  areas. 

(b)  That  additional  in-country  schools  be  established  in  supply  and 
motor  maintenance  areas, 

(/»)  Command  Action: 

(a)  This  Headquarters  submits  monthly  HOS  inventories  to  higher 
Headquarters,  giving  number  of  personnel  authorised  and  assigned  in  each 
HOS,  and  number  of  losses  by  MOS  programmed  over  a  12  month  period, 

(b)  Higher  Headquarters  has  boon  notified  of  problems  in  these  areas,  1 

(c)  Frequent  technical  assistance  visits  aro  conducted  bv  this  Head¬ 
quarters  in  an  effort  to  allevi-'to  problems  in  those  areas,  caused  by  ft 
lack  of  oxperionced  personnel. 

b.  (U)  Air  Tramc, Control 
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r.m.CB-Ui  13  t»«v  1969 

SUBJECT:  Ope rational  -.obort  on  10th  Corrib ‘vl^tton  B'tt.alion  for  Period 
Endin g  30  \pril  1969  ~«C55  CSF0n-6*>  (ED)  (n) 

(1)  Observation:  Tho  4 Pth  '.ssault  Holicont  r  Company  handles  on  an 
average  of  230  aircraft  in  traffio  each  dav  as  well  ns  funtienina  as  a 
flight  service  facility  for  ■aircr'rt  opebafinp  between  Nha  Trang,  Tuv  Hoa, 
end  Pan  Me  Thuot.  There  ere  no  rv  rsonnel  in  this  unit  who  ere  trained  or 
qualified  to  handle  the  viry  technical  <>nd  important  responsibilities-’ of 
air  traffic  control. 

(2)  EValu.vt.inn:  '  This  is  n  bdfoty  hazard  to  rirebaft  hnd  pern onnoli  as 
well  as  ’lacing  additional  responsibilities  on  tho  operations  section. 

In  order  to  give  offoctive  and  expedient  support  to  aviators  Td  pround 
units  the  r^clio  rtispHchor/nir  traffic  controller  of  an  avi-t.ion  unit  must 
be  highly  trained.  Telephoriic  mission  reouests,  artlillory  •'dvisorv,  and 
airfield  service  calls  to  among  tho  constant  messages  which  occur  24’ 
hours  a  day  within  the  aviation  operation  section  of  an  aviation  unit. 
Besides  toMng  many  telephonic  messages  and  "uicklr  relnvinp  to  “'ircr^ft1 
by  radio,  there  is  tho  need  for  basic  air  traffic  control  and  flight 
following  of  local  traffic.  The  unit  airfield  is  froouentlv  used  as  t,h© 
baso  airfield  for  largo  operations  where  different  tvoo  holicoptors  are 
utilised  in  large  numbers.  Mien  omorgenev  situations  occur  ouick  and 
dicisive  action  is  required  on  the  part  of  t.he  airfield  controller. 
Porsonnol  with  limited  knowledge  of  aviation  cannot  always  be  relied  o A 
to  make  those  timolv  decisions.  This  situation  can  be  remedied  bv  al¬ 
tering  tho  current  TOE,  or  placing  airfield  controller#  TOY  or  attached 
to  the  unit. 

(3)  ^aconncnd-'tionsi 

(•a)  That  the  TOT  be  augmented  to  authorise  two  slots  in  each  avia¬ 
tion  unit  for  ATC  porsonnol. 

(b)  Recommend  that  until  such  time  a 3  a  TOE  change  can  take  place, 
.arrangements  bo  made  for  tho  attachment  of  air  traffic  controller#  to 
.aviation  units  who  control  their  own  airfields. 

(4)  Command  Action:  A  rcouest  ia  being  initiated,  through  17th  C.O, 
that  tho  TOE  bo  changed  to  authorize  two  ATC  slots-  per.  senorato  aviations 
qompany,  and  that,  until  such  .a  change  is  effected,  two  ATC  specialists 
be  attached  to  units  operating  base  airfields, 

c.  (U)  Training:  .Hone, 

d.  (U)  Intelligence-:  None. 

e.  (U)  Logistics 
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AVB'.CD-AK  13  Pay  1969 

SUBJ’CT:  Operational  ’'oport  of  10th  Combat  "vi^tibn  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  30  'pril  1969  "CD  CSFOA-65  (  J))  (U) 

(l)  Ounshins. 

(a)  Observation:  Virtually  -’ll  UH-1B/C  holieooter  genships  Arrive 
in-countrv  from  U.D.  overhaul  faollitins  with  serious  armament  wiring 
probl  no  •’nd/or  lock  df  roouirod  armament  W 0  kit  installation, 

(b)  Evaluation:  UH-IB/C  helicopter  gunships  can  perform  thoir' 

Assigned  mission  onlv  if  armament  sub-svstoms  *re  fully  operational. 

Ml  tfrl-lC  .aircraft  received  within  the  p^st  eight  months  h“vo  required 
special  Attention  •'nd  extensive  down  time  prior  to  becoming  operation¬ 
ally  ready.  Breakdown  of  most  serious  dificioncios  are! 

(1)  Aircraft  rodoivod  on  13  'up  6ft  *drod  for  Y-5  (A0pi»>  grenade  launch¬ 
er)  system.  It  did  not  v'ava  basic  M-16  wiring,  so.  could  not  b  >  retrofitted 
to  rocket  or  minigun  systems.  ircr*ft  was  not  On.  rationally  Rcodv  Arm¬ 
ament  until  v-156  modification  w*S  meoivod  and  applied  on  10  Mar  69. 

(2)  An  aircraft  received  in  hoc  lP6ft  was  wired  onlv  for  the  M-16 
system.  The  T-T— 16  system  is  obsolete  And  of  no  use  to  unit.  A  J*-21 
wiring  kit  was  located  and  installed  and  the  aircraft,  wag  Operationally 
•Aeady  in  early  w->rch. 

(3)  Two  aircraft  equipped  with  H-156  aystons  had  novor  boon  wired 
to  accept  M-5  systems.  Hiring  kits  r*omined  on  requisition  until  last 
aircraft  was  retrograded  on  15  April  1969, 

(c)  '’econmend-'tion:  That  aircraft  be  proper lv  wired  when  reported 

readv  for  Issue  bv  Direct  Support  Pnits  or  required  wiring  kits  bo  am  do 
roadily  available  to  using  unit.  > 

(d)  Command  Action:  ’'emorondum,  this  HQ,  dated  15  'pril  1969# 
subject:  "’rmanint  Problems",  was  rtiScu°S'd  at  17th  Combat  Aviation 
Oroup  Commander 's  Conference  on  16  ’or  69.  A  cony  wa»  given  to  CO,  14th 
Trans  Bn,  34th  0.T-  for  assistance, 

(2)  Conversion  of  * ircraft  to  VIL-L-23699  Oil. 

(a)  Observation:'  Aircraft  comnonots'vdth  ovor  100  hours  usage, 
since  new  or  overhaul,  experience  numerous  ouill  seal  leaks  whon  changing 
from  MIL-L-7B08  to  t*IL-L-23699  oil. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Duo  to  properties  of  VIIa-L-23690  oil,  it  attacks 
carbon  seal  denosits  formod  bv  HIL-L-7ft0ft  oil.  This  dooosit  loss  subse¬ 
quently  results  in  excessive  leakage  reouiring  quill  replacement  and  ex¬ 
cessive  aircraft  down-time. 


13 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBACB-AE  13  v  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  ^ooort  of  10th  Combat  'vision  Rott-’lion  for  ’Yriod 
Ending  30  nril  1969  CS  CSi-O^-65  (  AD)  (U) 

The  present  Procedure  of  100T  conversion  of  UH-1  helicopters  to  23699  At 
next  scheduled  oil  change  is  un-'cceptablo,  Kxrurienco  has'shown  thnt 
components  exceeding  100  hours  since  now  or  evorlr’ul  cannot  bo  converted 
without  excessive  m-intenanco  problems.  Onlv  enpinos  on  CU-47  holi en¬ 
ters  nay  bo  converted.  To  facilitate  maintenance,  it  is  host  to  use  only 
MIL-L-7B0B  in  these  aircraft.  Tho  supply  system  is  converting  to  almost 
total  stock^pe  of  MII.-L-23699  at  too  fast  a  r^to.  At  present,  MIL-lr*7808 
is  in  critically  short  supply.  Tho  stock  should  bo  slowly  phased  in  over 
a  long  oflough 'Period  to  require  only  components  on  UH-1  holo  centers  with 
loss  than  100  hauro  to  be  converted. 

(c)  .ecorV’ondationt  Phase  in  of  anproxirv'toly  12  months,  with  sun^lv 
activities  steifcMhg  both  aUAntitien  of  oil  in  nnproxirrtely  equal  amounts. 

(d)  Command  Action »  VOCO,  this  HQ,  CH-A7  helicopters  will  exclusive¬ 
ly  use  KIL-L-?^)^  oil.  UH-1  helicopters  will  bo  converted  only  as  the 


components  a 

ro  installed. 

f. 

00 

Organization-:  None. 

g. 

00 

Si anal:  None 

h. 

(») 

Maintenance. 

(1)  Observation:  Aircraft  repair  parts  (EDp)  in  man1''  c^ses  reouires 

excessive  transportation  tine  or  are  lost  in  transit  from  releasing  donot 
to  DSIJ.  .  . 

(2)  r>'’luation:  Aircraft  repair  parts  (EOF)  are  turned  over  to  Air 
Forco  conti’ol  for  shipment  from  in-countr.y  dorots  to  rooucstinp  units.  • 
This  loss  of  Armv  control  results  in  critically  needed  p-rts  receiving 

a  low  movement  priority  for  less  than  plane  iPad  shipments  of  being  lost 
in  transit.  Delays  of  seven  days  arc  considered  acceptable  and  reorders 
of  items  that  do  not  arrive  are  delayed  until  this  time  has  elapsed. 

This  excessive  delay  encourages  units,  to. misuse  Issue  Priority  Designators 
.and  results  in  unreasonable  large  n umber b  of  high  priority  requisitions 
requiring' special  handling.  To  rmintaih  acceptable  .Operational  Ready 
standards,  units  are  forced  into  nr  extensive'  lat ral  .search  program  thov 
can  ill  afford.  This  amounts  to  .approximately  500  flying  hours  per 
month  for  the  battalion  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $100,000  and  loss  of 
maintenance  officers  and  technicians  frov  the  maintenance  lino. 

• 

(3)  Recommendation:  That  a  system  of  dedicated  airlift  be  estab¬ 
lished.  This  could  consist  of  organic  Army  CH-A7  helicopters  and/or  Hr 
Forco  transports  and  would  insure  responsiveness  to  unit  demands. 
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Avn  .ciWE  n  viv  1^69 

SUBJECT:  Operat ional  ''oport  of  10th  Combat  ‘vl^tion  Battalion  for  Period- 
^ding  'TO  ' rril  1969  OS  OSW-65  (  D)  (l') 

(4)  Command  Action:  A  Ltr,  1st  Ind  thin  HO,  dated  22  Uov  I960, 
Subject:  "Extensive  I\ilay  in  occipt  of  Critical  Aircraft  Carts,  (EDP)", 
w-’s  submitted  to  17th  Combat  ivi“tion  Opoun  for  forwarding  to  34th  GSC 
for  consideration. 

i.  (II)  ?’K24  citron 

(1)  Problem:  The  requirement  to  drop  fibres  from  ‘my  helicopters 
in  support  of  night  on.  rations  is  at  best  highly  dangerous.  There  ore 
numerous' c-scs  on  record  of  fatal  or  nu*<r  fatal  Occidents  and  serious 
injuries,  not  to  mention  the  numerous  potentially  dong  tous  incidents 
oyorted  bv  quick  thinking,  resourceful  crewmembers . 

(2)  Evaluation: 

(o.)  The  technique  of  stowing  the  aerial  flares  in  tho  helicortog, 
stacked  on  the  floor,  ond  tho  dispensing  of  them  b  r  throwing  them  from  tho 
helicopter  is  completely  unsatisfactory  and  nrosonts  a  serious  no  rety 
problem.  Tho  possibility  of  lonynrd  foul-un  is  over  present,  One  sol¬ 
ution  to- tho  Problem  of  floor  stowage  is  a  locally  manufactured  carrying 
bin  installed  on  the  sides  of  the  holiest  r.  This  svstom  requires  the 
crew  chief/door  gunner  to  roach  -‘out,  lift  tho  flare  out' of  the  bin, 
then  throw  it  overboard.  This  system  is  only  half  safe,  in  that  t.He  bins 
are  connected  to  the  helicopter  by  ouick  release  straps.  In  the  event 
of  o  pre-ignited  flare,  tho  difficulty  of  binding  the  ouick  release  strops 
when  flash  blinded,  is  ft  matter  o^  speculation.  Fanv  Army  aviators  Peel 
that  the  bin  itself  is  not  airworthy  -nd  will  create  additional  flight 
problems , 

(b)  Cther  problems  associated  with  the  use  of  tho  1*1(24  aerial  flaro 
aro  the  possibility  of  rotor/pa rachuto  foul-up,  flaro  hang-up  on  the 
sides  of  the  aircraft  due  to  a  malfunction  of  the  lanverd,  causing  air¬ 
craft  damage,  and  the  ever  present  possibility  of  ft  pre-ignited  flare  in 
the  cargo  compartment  causing  flash  blindness  of  the  crew,  resulting  in 
loss  of  control  of  the  helicopter.  One  method  of  eliminating  flash 
blindness  of  tho  crew  is  td-hang  an  ^asbestos  curtain,  or  ft  similiftr  tvoo 
of  fire  resistant  curtain  betWeon  the  cockpit  .and  cargo ’'fcomparhment. 

•  '  „ 

■*  (c)'  A  panphlot  published  by  the  US  ‘rmv.  Trank  ford  Arsenal,  Philadel¬ 

phia,  Pa,,  entitled  ,rPro  Fission  Preparation  .of  Fleros",  de ted  16  Sept¬ 
ember  67,  describes  various  home  made  devices  for  arming  and  launching 
the  I  IK 24  aerial  flare  from  the  UH-1  helicopter.  This  effort  and  the 
forogoing  device  mentioned  in  paragraph  2  are  example s  of  tho  lacH  of 
interest,  urgency,  "nd  professionalism  displayed  in  the  developnont  of  a 
safe,  dependable  flare  dispensing  system,  . 
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ivn  cb-  s  n  i'.-v  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  uport  of  lot1!  Combat  vintion  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  30  /)prtl  1969  7?CS  cr^. 65  (  U>)  (U) 

Tho  1 T24  aerial  flare  is  a  Maw  development  designed  for  Mayal  use.  Tt 
is  not  designed  for  launch  ^rom  helicopters,  nor  should  it  ho  deployed 
from  US  Army  helicopters,  regardless  of  accomplishments  on  adaptations 
and  locally  develoriod  operating  procedures.  Tho  use  of  tho  Tw2 h  N^vy 
flnrv,  is  indicative  of  a  f-'lso  economy  and  extromilv  dangerous  planning 
and  procurement. 

(3)  ^commendations:  It  is  rronosed  that  tho  US  Army  Combat  Develop¬ 
ments  Command  ’vintion  Agency  prepare  a  material  roouiromunt  ror  the  safe 
delivery  of  aerial  flaroa  from  helicopters,  or  alternatively  dovolop 
a  non-fla.ro  illumination  system  to  oliminato  flan  s  entirely.  Tho  proposed 
dispersing  system  should  includo  a  now  fla.ro  dosirned  for  delivery  from 
Amy  holicoptors.  Tho  dispersing  system  should  bo  self-contained  and 
capable  of  being  pre-loaded.  It  would  be  attached  to  the  hard  points  on 
the  exterior  of  the  holicontor  and  be  easily  jottison  by  either  the  pilot 
or  crew  members.  '  This  system  should  operate  wi thirl  tho  normal  parameters 
of  climate  and  environmental  conditions  ascribed  to  other  weapons  svstoms.. 

(U)  Comand  Action; 

I 

(a)  This  Battalion  has  found  it  necessary, to  publish  a  list  of  rules 
of  engagement  for  the  utilization  of  aircraft  flares.  Those  rules  basic-  . 
ally  st"te  that  aircraft  flares  are  to  ho  used  as  a  last  resort,  and  then 
only  after  all  other  means  of  reoueating  other  types  of  illumination  has 
boon  exhausted.  It  is  felt  that  the  present  system  of  lurv  ripped.  Homo 
made  disnonsers  are  a  potential  death  trap.  Continued  use  of  helicopter 
flaro  shins  will  eventually  pause  another  tragic  accidont. 

(b)  A  letter  dated  2ft  K-rch  196*,  Subject:  Material  'Aeouirement  , 
for  Aorial  pl.are  Dispensers  was  submitted  thru  the  17th  Combat  ' viation 
Crou’a  to  the  Combat  Developments  Command  liaison  officer;  IE^OICEV  re¬ 
questing  that  work  begin  immediately  on  a  completely  new,  safe  and 
efficient  flare  or  non-flare  illumination  system  for  t.P  'rmy  helicopters, 

J.  (U)  Gunahio  Deployment 

(1)  Problem:  Operation  of  I'H-IC  gunshlos  at  high  density  altitudes, 

(2)  Evaluation:  TFT— 1C  gun'ships  are  being  used  in  areas  whei*o  tN» 
donsity  altitude  varies  from  3,000  to  9,000  feet,  (Dnlat-Cnn  Ly),”A 
quick  glance  at  the  performance  charts  in  the  -10  will  show  that  t.he 
maximum  allowable  gross  weight  allowsf  a  pavload  of  negligible  value 
while  operating  at  these  altitudes.  This  problem  has  severely  .restricted 
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AVB'.CB-'.E  13  Wav  196^ 

SUBJECT:  Opor-tlonal  ’  ujiort  oj*  10th  Combat  lyiat-lon  Battalion  for  "eridd 

Endinp,  30  April  1969  .C"  0<'^o';_65  (  .0)  { II) 

yunship  opor-tionnl  capabilities  while  supporting  units  in  biph  density 
altitude  •’re-s.  ro  provido  support,  even  on  a  United  basis,  punshln 
ircr  ’ft  Commanders  hftvo  b 'on  directed,  to  off-load  sono  nmunition,  not 
to  utilize  the  qunnur,  defuel,  or  n  conbinntion  of  tho  '>bovo  in  order  to 
stay  ->t  or  bolow  the  nnxinun  allowable  pross  wuipht.  /IH-1G-  punshios  •'ro 
caprblo  of  opurntinp,  efficiently  at  these  altitudos  without  severely  re¬ 
stricting  its  operational  capabilities. 

(3)  ?iu  c  o’”"v -n  c '  ^  t  i  on  s : 

(a)  That  ’ H-10  punshios  bo  tasked  to  nrovide  nocessnrv  support  in  tho 
Dalnt/Cam-L'/  nrea. 

(b)  If  the  obove  is  not  possible  it  is  reconsendod  that  POL  facilities 
nnd  •'munition  resurv'ly  bo  locatod  at  Lion  Khouny  'ir  Field  (Coord  BN  * 
1499),  Principle  users  of  the  site  vrill  be  -aircraft  fron  the  92nd  flWC, 
243rd  rtSHC,  and  7/l7th  Cay,  This  site  loentod  .annroxinAtolv  15  km  fron 
hal-t  is  sufficiently  lower  in  devotion  than  Bal^t,  nnd  would  onablo 
yunshios  to  nrovide  sdenirte  sunnort  in  the  Balat  area. 

(4)  Command  '.ction: 

(a)  Comrrndors  have  b«en  directed  to  insure  that  "unshins  onernt.o 
within  the  8500  pound  weipht  limitation  and  that  weiyht  and  balance  bo 
figured  for  oach  punship  fdr  -home  bas6  operations  nnd  for  areas  where  « 
yunshins  will  operate.  Hover  checks  will  bo  made  with  6600  RPM  os  the 
rdninun  take-off  critoria,  In  the  ovont  6600  ffp#  ennnot  be  ""intninod  * 
at  a  one  foot  hover  ircraft  Comnndors  will  off-load  ammunition,  punner, 
fuel,  or  a  combination  of  all  in  order  to  stay  within  '^ximum  Cross- 
Weipht . 

(b)  A  request  for  a  FOL/Amo  facility  at  Lein  Khouny  Airfield  has 
boon  initiated  by  the  92nd  Assault  Helicopter  Company, 


5  Incls 

«s  LTC,  CE 

Incls  1,  2  and  4  wd  Hq,  DA  Commanding 
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AVBACB-SC  (13  May  69)  lot  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Oporatio  al  Roport  of  10th  Coinbat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  30  April  1969  RCS  CSF0IW65  (Rl)  (U) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  AFO  96240  84  May  1969 

TOi  Department  of  the  Army  (ACSFOR,  DA)  Washington,  D.C,  20310 
Commanding  General,  I  Field  ForcoB  Vietnam  APO  96350 
Commanding  Officer,  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  APO  96377 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  ^^qpFped  report,  considers 

it  to  bo  adequato,  and  concurs  with  the  consents  as  stated,  oxcept  ac 
indicated  below. 


2.  (C)  The  following  ooramont3  and  recommendations  are  submitted. 

u.  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities:  „  qi. 

'  '  * 

(1 )  Paragraph  1b  (l ),  Infusion,  Pago  1:  Infusion  problems  do 

exist  and  aro  rocciving  command  action.  A  request  for  infusion  of 
aviators  outside  17th  Group  was  sont  to  1st  Aviation  Brigade  on  12  May  ' 
1969.  A  directlvo  for  all  battalions  to  infuse  to  the  maximum  ‘  , 

within  their  rcspectivo  units  and  to  report  their  needs  beyond  their 
capabilities  is  being  published  at  this  time* 

(2)  Paragraph  Id  and  1e  inadvertantly  omitted,  resulting  in 
improper  paragraphing. 


(3)  Paragraph  If  (2)  (a).  Operations  of  the  48th  Assault  Helicopter 
Company,  Page  5  s  Reference  to  the  390th  Transportation  and  279th 
Signal  Detachments  being  transferred  into  the  48th  AHC  is  clarified* 
These  detachments  were  inactivated  in  January  1969  per  GO  771, 
Headquarters,  USARPAC,  dated  22  November  1968,  1Mb  same  GO  re¬ 
organized  Assault  Helicopter  Companies  under  MTQE  1-077G.  New  MTCE 
incorporated  capabilities  within  the  companies  which  was  previously 
provided  by  the  transportation  and  signal  detachments* 

(4)  Paragraph  1m  (l ),  Signal,  Page  10:  This  action  is  being 

initiated  in  all  Battalions  and  the  ’  Air  J'AFJUlcy  Scjusdrpn  and  has 
proved  highly  effective,  '  '  ‘ 


b.  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Commander's  Observations,  Evalua¬ 
tions  and  Recommendations* 


i  \  ■?  i  ■» 

(1)  Paragraph  2a,  Shortage  of  MOS  qualified  Personnel^  Page'll*  '^ 
Concur.  Shortages  as  stated  do  exist.  Concur  with  recommendation 
that  schools  be  increased  or  established,  and  that  emphasis  should  be 
placed  on  securing  personnel.  This  headquarters  screens  records  and 
provides  equitable  distribution  of  all  personnel*  Staff  assistance  4 
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AVBACB-SC  (13  May  69)  1st  Ind  24  May  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Wiation  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  30  April  1969  RCS  CS'OR-65  (R1 )  (U) 

visits  in  supply  and  maintenance  aroas  hnvo  ben  incroaoed  to  off  cot 
the  critical  shortage. 

(2)  Paragraph  2b,  Air  Traffic  Control,  Pato  11:  Nonconcur  with 
recommendations.  Tho  air  traffic  control  capability  wan  deleted  from 
aviation  company  TCE*o  and  responsibility  assigned  to  Aviation  Support 
Dotachraonto .  An  intra-Group  survey  will  be  made  to  detornino  tho 
roquiromont  for  an  ASD  at  Ninh  Hoa,  If  it  is  determined  that  one  is 
noedod,  a  ro<.  aost  will  bo  submitted, 

(3)  Paragraph  2o  (l ),  Gunships,  Page  13s  Concur.  This  headquarters 
ha3  coordinated  aruaiitent  wiring  requirements  with  the  14th  Transportation 
Battalion  in  an  effort  to  solve  this  problem.  Recommend  action  bo 
takon  in  CONUB  to  insure  UH-1 B/C  aircraft  are  fully  prepared  for 
gunship  utilization  when  they  arrivo  in  RVN  from  OCNUS. 

(4)  Paragraph  2o  (2),  Conversion  of  Aircraft  to  MII-L-23699 
Oil,  Page  13s  Concur.  1st  Logistics  Command  has  been  notified  of 
17th  CAG  requirements  for  MIL-L-7808  oil  and  will  stock  both  oils  until 
transition  is  completed, 

(5)  Paragraph  2h,  Maintenance,  Pago  14s  Concur,  Rucoramend  the  U.S, 
Air  Force  be  tasked  to  provide  additional  dedicated  airlift  for  aircraft 
EDP  parts.  Nonconcur  with  use  of  CH-47  helicopters  on  a  dedicated  basis. 
These  aircraft  are  used  on  a  mission  basis  to  support  aviation  unit  *  , 
requirements}  however,  thoir  primary  function  is  combat  support  to 
tactical  units. 

(6)  Paragraph  2i,  MK  24  Flares,  Page  15:  Concur.  The  17th 

CAG  policy  regarding  the  use  of  helicopters  for  flare  missions  is  that 
helicopters  will  be  used  only  when  other,  means  are  not  available,  i.e., 
artillery  or  Air  Force,  Additionally,  helicopters  must  use  the 
jettisonablc  flare  racks  mounted  outside  the  cargo  comportment, 

Rocommend  USARV  dotormine  country  -  wide  requirements  and  initiate  an 
ENSURE  request  to  rectify  this  problem  area, 

(7)  Paragraph  2j,  Gunship  Employment,  Page  1 6s  Concur  with 
recommendation  to  establish  POL  and  ammunition  resupply  facilities  at 
Lien  Khuong.  A  request  for  cited  facilities  has  been  initiated  by 
using  unit.  Assistance  will  bo  rendered  by  this  headquarters  upon 
receipt  of  request.  AH-1G  gunships  oro  not  available  in  sufficient 
numbers  to  support  cited  mission, 

(8)  Format  of  Section  II  is  not  in  accordance  with  pertinent  reg¬ 
ulations  (AR  525-1 5>  USARV  Reg  525-15)#  Use  of  functional  headings  is 
mandatory#  Paragraphs  2a  and  2b,  Page  11,  should  be  grouped  under  tho 
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AVBACD-SC  (1>  ll»y  6?)  let  Ini  24  'lay  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Roport  of  10th  Comb-.t  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Poriod  Ending  30  April  1969  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R1 )  (U) 

functional  hooding  of  Pornonnol,  Tho  Operations  aid  Organization 
functional  headings  \/cro  ordttcd, 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


/  . 

MARC  L.  TUMAS 
CPT,  ADA 
Adjutant 
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AVFA-GC-HIST  (30  Apr  69)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  10th  Coabat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969  BC3  CSFCR-65  (RD)  (U) 

DA,  Headquartera,  1  field  Poroe  Vietnam,  APO  9^350  7  069 

TO*  Commanding  General,  let  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96364 

Thia  headquartera  haa  evaluated  aubjeot  report  and  oonovra* 

FOR  TOR  COMMANDER  I 


/'•  i  L  f 

'  /  '  FREDERICK  E.  HOLLAND 

/  1LT  ABC 

-  ASST  AB 

Copy  furni 
2-ACSPOR,  DA 

4-10th  Cbt  Avn  Bn 


r 


AVD/GC-0  (13  Kay  69)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  itojxjrt  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Period  Hiding  30  April  1969  HCS  CSTO&-65  (Rl)  (U) 

DA,  HEAD  JJ  ART aRS,  1ST  AVIATION  BRIG  Alia,  APO  9638 A  7  JUL  1969 

THRU  :  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  AI’TK'j  AVHGC-DST, 

APO  96375 

Commando r-i iv-Chiof ,  United  Statos  Azmy  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 

APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Forco  Development,  Department  of  the 

Amy,  Washington,  D.C,,  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  this  report,  considers  it  to  be  adequate 
and  concurs  with  the  contents  as  indorsed,  except  as  noted  below. 

2.  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  pertinent: 

a.  Paragraph  lb  (2),  page  1,  and  paragraph  2a,  page  11,  The  shortages 
and  low  experience  level  in  supply  and  maintenance  supervisors  exists  brigade 
wide  and  is  critical.  The  assistance  of  higher  headquarters  is  needed  to 
provide  improved  input  of  personnel  with  the  required  KOS. 

b.  Paragraph  2 e  (2),  page  13,  A  USAitV  letter,  subject:  Use  of  MIL- 
Lp-23699  and  i'iL-L-78C6  Oils  in  Army  Turbine  Powered  Aircraft,  dated  3  Kay 
1969  outlines  the  proper  use  of  oil  and  changeover  procedures.  The  com¬ 
plaint  of  leakage  problems  upon  changeover  to  KIL-L-23699  in  components 
which  have  been  using  l-HL-L-7808  for  some  time  is  a  general  reported  fault 
and  appears  to  be  valid.  When  problems  are  encountered  the  letter  spec¬ 
ifies  requirements  for  submitting  EtR's  with  certain  information  contained 
therein.  Bringing  attention  to  these  problems  through  the  use  of  EIR  ac¬ 
tion  is  the  most  expeditious  way  of  affecting  a  change  in  procedures.  This 
headquarters  is  in  agreement  with  a  recommendation  to  changeover  oil3  03 

new  components  are  placed  into  use  and  to  eliminate  tho  requirement  to  chango- 
over  old  components  at  the  next  Periodic  Inspection.  Thi3  would  eliminate 
all  problem  areas  and  is  a  more  logical  procedure  for  executing  the  change¬ 
over. 


c.  Paragraph  2h  (l),  page  14,  The  34th  General  Support  Group  Trans¬ 
portation  Office  states  that  tho  majority  of  EDP  items  leave  their  Saigon 
depot  within  48  hours  by  Airforce  aircraft.  Thero  is  no  dedicated  airlift 
capability  in  the  34th  GS  Group  which  could  be  utilized  for  such  a  special¬ 
ized  system.  There  is  a  recognized  problem  in  the  area  of  air  transport 
of  aircraft  parts  throughout  Vietnam,  The  problem  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  USARV  through  recommendations  made  by  visiting  program  managers 
and  by  34th  GS  Group.  It  is  doubtful  that  sufficient  airlift  from  existing 
resources  could  be  made  available  to  meet  the  needs  for  transporting  EDP 
parts  under  a  dedicated  system.  Units  encountering  constant  problems  in 
this  area  have  been  advised  to  contact  their  supporting  ,34th  GS  Group  Maint¬ 
enance  Battalions  for  the  purpose  of  determining  other  ways  in  which  total 
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SbDJhCri  Oijorational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Period  iixling  30  April  1969  ItCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl)  (U) 

lapsed  time  from  requisition  to  receipt  of  the  part  could  bo  reduced.  The 
flow  of  the  requisition  to  the  depot,  tho  local  transportation  used  upon 
the  parts  arrival  in  the  DSU  or  sub-depot  areas  for  delivory  to  the  unit, 
and  the  monitoring  system  in  effect  are  but  three  po3Siblo  areas  of  in¬ 
vestigation.  Tho  Aircraft  Maintenance  Officer  has  coordinated  this  with 
the  34th  General  Support  Group  staff,  the  problem  is  recognized  and  has 
ouen  addrossod  by  liigher  headquarters  but  no  real  solution  for  dedicated 
airlift  is  forthcoming. 

d.  Paragraph  2L,  page  15.  Concur  with  the  evaluation  and  discussion 
of  dropping  the  LK-24  flare  frail  helicopters.  In  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade, 
when  a  requirement  occurs  for  illumination,  artillery  and  mortars  should 
provide  tho  initial  illumination,  if  available,  and  continue  as  required 
until  the  mission  can  be  assumed  by  Air  force  aircraft.  Helicopters  should 
be  used  only  when  these  other  means  are  not  immediately  available,  and  then 
only  until  the  mission  can  be  assumed  by  one  of  the  other  means.  The  re¬ 
quirement  for  a  safe,  effective  flare  dropping  apparatus  was  stated  in  this 
unit’s  last  Significant  Problem  Areas  Report. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


W.  H.  PICRCE 
ITC.  AQC. 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL 


AVHGC-DST  (13  May  1969)  4th  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969  HCS  CSFOR-65(RD)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY ,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  3  1  JUL  1969 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  kray,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  9655B 

1 .  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  19o9  from  Headquarters,  10th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion. 

2,  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  "Shortage  of  MOS  qualified  personnel," 
section  II,  page  11,  paragraph  2a;  nonconcur. 

(1)  Assignment  of  officers  to  a  unit  is  limited  to  positions  author¬ 
ized  by  TOE/MTOK,  There  is  no  authorization  for  a  property  book  officer 
at  the  company  level.  The  unit  is  adviced  to  submit  a  request  for  MTOE 
action  which  will,  if  favoraoly  considered,  place  a  property  book  officer 
at  the  company  level. 

(2)  Records  available  at  this  headquarters  confirm  a  shortage  in  RVN 
of  the  enlisted  grades  noted  in  the  basis  correspondence.  The  1st  Aviation 
Brigade  is  slightly  below  the  USARV  average  in  HUS  63B  and  71T.  Action 
will  be  taken  to  bring  the  Brigade  up  to  the  US  MV  average  in  these  MOS's. 

The  Brigade  is  above  strength  in  KOS  63C,  76Y20/76Y30  and  above  the  USARV 
average  in  EOS  7o&40.  A  shortage  of  junior  grade  NCO  supervisors,  grades 

E5  and  E6,  has  been  experienced  throughout  USAliV  and  is  expected  to  continue. 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  "Gunships,"  section  II,  page  13,  para¬ 
graph  2e(l)  and  1st  Indorsement  b(3);  concur.  Headquarters,  Department  of 
the  Army  was  advised  of  the  problem  by  message  on  6  January  1969.  The  US 
Army  Aviation  Supply  Command  (USAAVSCQM)  was  directed  by  the  Department  of 
the  Army  on  13  February  1969  to  take  the  necessary  corrective  action. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  "Conversion  of  Aircraft  to  MIL-L-23699 
Oil,"  section  II,  page  13,  paragraph  2e(2);  nonconcur.  USARV  Letter, 
dated  3  Kay  1969,  subject:  Use  of  MIL-L-23699  and  MIL-L-7808  Oils  in 
Army  Turbine  Powered  Aircraft,  outlines  the  proper  procedures  to  be  used 
for  the  oil  conversion  and  specifies  the  action  required  of  the  unit 
when  a  problem  is  encountered.  No  further  action  is  required  by  higher 
headquarters. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  10th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  30  April  1969  RCS  CEFOR-65  (RD)  (U) 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  "Maintenance,"  section  II,  page  14,  para¬ 
graph  2h;  concur  with  3d  indorsement,  paragraph  2c»  Heavy  lift  aircraft 
support  is  provided  on  an  area  basis.  Airlift  for  a  specific  requirement 
is  available  through  the  respective  field  force  headquarters,  which  have 
aircraft  allocated  to  them  by  Headquarters,  MACV. 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  "MR 24  Flares,"  section  II,  page  15,  para¬ 
graph  2i;  concur.  Locally  fabricated  devices  for  the  dispensing  of  MK24 
Flares  are  currently  being  evaluated.  The  results  of  this  evaluation  will 
be  used  as  a  basis  for  determining  the  actions  required  to  further  develop 
a  safe  and  efficient  flare  dispenser. 

FOR  THc,  COMMANDER: 


Cy  furn: 
10th  CAB 
1st  AVN  Bde 


C.  0.  WIISON 
1LT,  ACC 

AmUm*  Adjutant  General 


GPOP-DT  (13  May  69)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  for  Period  Ending  30  April  1969, 

RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  26  AUG  19 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forward¬ 
ing  indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C.  L.  SHORTJ 
CRT,  AGQ  /  ‘ 
A ul  AO 
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OPHIATIONAL  JiESILTS  AS  OF  30  APilIL  1969 

1.  (C)  ’Jesuits 

Hours  Sorties  Troops 

Cargo 

Lifted  Enemy 

Struc 

Sampans 

Unit 

Flown 

Flown 

Li f tod 

(TOMS) 

KB\ 

Onm 

DbS 

Dnm 

Dee 

HHC  10  CAB 

228 

•696 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

48  AHC 

6,690 

25,228 

36,008 

2,2U 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

92  AHC 

5,897 

20,140 

19,477 

577 

;  1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

155  AHC 

7,297 

21,667 

32,600 

350 

99 

0 

31 

0 

0 

192  AHC 

6,842 

18,688 

27,806 

600 

143 

48  103 ' 

0 

0 

243  A°KC 

3,073 

7,468 

33,353 

9,386 

'0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

281  AHC 

5,552 

18,624 

24,397 

.140 

76 

21 

10 

0 

0 

10  c;,b 

2.  (C)  Losses 

Unit 

HHC  10  CAB 
48  ANC 
92  AHC 
155  AHC 
192  AHC 
243  Af.HC 
281  AHC 


35,579  112,700  173,641  13,294  327  V  51  0  0 


Aircraft  Lost 
Nunber 


Aircraft  Damaged 
Number 
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Experiences  of  unit  enticed  in  counterinsurRencv  operations.  1  Feb  69  to  30  Apr  69. 
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